The Way, the Truth and The Life – 

Topics Covered in  the second half of the Autumn Term

Foundation – God’s family
“Creation is the first and universal revelation of God’s love … Each human person is made in God’s image …”
Religious Education Curriculum Directory

Foundation  - God’s Family
They will learn that God made us to know and love him, as well as to show our love for him by helping one another. They will find out that God has given us gifts so that we can show his love to others. 
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As Christmas approaches, they will learn that God’s greatest gift to us was to send his only son Jesus and learn how to respond to that gift.
At home
You could help your children by:

• reminding them that Christmas is about the gift of Jesus to us and not just about receiving presents.

• talk about your family and draw pictures of Jesus being part of your family

• take them to see baby Jesus at church during the Christmas season.
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Year 1 – Mary, the Mother of God
The children will learn that God sent the Angel Gabriel with a message

to Mary and learn why this is important. They will learn that God asked 

Mary to be the mother of his son and will have an opportunity to reflect 

on her response. 
They will hear about Mary’s visit to her cousin, Elizabeth and reflect on the good news. They will begin to reflect on how we can prepare to celebrate the birth of Jesus and learn that Mary is our mother in heaven and that she is looking after us.

At home

You could help your children by:

• reinforcing why Mary is important for Christians

• discussing the importance of mothers
Year 2 – Mysteries



“God is one and God is Three, a Trinity of persons: Father, Son and Holy Spirit”
Religious Education Curriculum Directory



The children will learn about and reflect on mysteries. They will be encouraged to say and reflect on what they wonder about. The children will learn that there are three persons in one God and that we can experience God in three different ways as Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 
They will learn about and reflect on God’s choice of Mary and Joseph and know that Jesus is God’s gift to the whole world. 

At home

You could help your children by:

• reminding them, as they make the sign of the cross, that God is Father, Son and Holy Spirit

• reading the Christmas story and encourage them to ask questions
• visit www.tere.org/interactive_site/KS1link.htm and complete activities. 

Year 3/4 – Trust in God 
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At home

Explore the word ‘trust’.  Why is it important that we trust God? Do we keep our promises?

Making and keeping promises is an important part of learning to trust and to be trusted.  

_____________________________________________________________________________
Year 5 – The Commandments
There is the continued emphasis that Scripture has been received and handed on through the generations as the Tradition and teaching of the Church (Religious Education Curriculum Directory)

                                                                                                                         At Home
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The children will learn that God loves us


   You could help your children by:
and calls us into relationship with him. 


   • talking to them about how we 








      try to live by the Ten
They will learn that God gave Moses the 


      Commandments
Ten Commandments on Mount Sinai



   •  visit www.tere.org/interactive_ 
because he loves us. The children will 


      site/KS2link.htm and complete
understand that the Ten Commandments


      activities.
are a gift from God to help us. 
They will learn how Jesus summarised the Ten Commandments (Matthew 22: 36-40) and begin to understand how we can show our love for God by keeping his commandments with his help. 
The children will also learn that God sent his Son Jesus into the world because he loves us, and that we celebrate this gift at Christmas.  
Year 6– Justice 

We find fulfilment in society, not in isolation. Concern for

the Common Good, the wellbeing of all, is essential. The search for social justice is rooted in respect

for the dignity of every human person.  Religious Education Curriculum Directory

In this topic the children will learn what justice is and know that they are called to work for justice in the world. They will explore the concept through work on the prophet Elijah and John the Baptist as well as more modern day Christians like Oscar Romero. In the latter part of the topic the children will explore the meaning of Advent and the customs associated with Advent and Christmas.

Where this topic fits in

This topic builds on work throughout the programme on what it means to belong to the Church. It continues the theme of the Nativity of Jesus from previous years.

At home
It would be useful if the children have knowledge of the work of CAFOD and have some knowledge of examples of injustice in the wider world.
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In this topic the children will learn Jesus’ teaching on the importance of trusting in him. They will explore the importance of trusting in God as well as the difficulties it brings through the stories of Zechariah, Mary and Joseph.











�








