
Microhabitats 

Microhabitats are small places where 
little animals like to live such as 
worms, woodlouse and spiders. 
A micro-habitat might include a pond, 
a rotten tree stump, a space between 
a paving stones or a mouldy apple.  

Example of a classification key 

 vertebrate  
These are animals with a back-

bone 

invertebrate 
These are animals without a back-

bone 

classification 
key 

A tool that I can use to help me 
to help sort animals and plants.  

Carroll diagram  
A tool that I use to group living 

things together based on    
whether it fits the criteria. 

microhabitat 
 A very small habitat which     

supports the survival of micro 
animals or plants.  

habitat  
This is a place or a home where a 

plant or animal lives. 

fish 
An animal that lives in water and 
has fins for swimming and gills 

for breathing.  

reptiles 

A cold-blooded animal that 
breathes air and usually has the 
skin covered with scales or bony 

plates. 

Subject Specific Vocabulary 

amphibians 

A cold-blooded animal that have 

gills. They can live in water and 
on land. 

mammals  

A mammal is a warm             
blooded  animal that breathes 

air, has a backbone, and 
grows hair or fur. 

survive To stay alive 

warm or cold 
blooded 

Warm blooded animals have a 
body temperature that usually 

stays the same.  
Cold blooded animals become  

hotter and colder depending on 
the temperature outside.   

Nature reserves  
A place where animals and plants 

are protected 

pollution 
Is when something is added to 

the environment that is harmful 
or poisonous to living things.  

deforestation 
This is the clearing or the      
cutting down of forests.  

Positive and Negative Effects on our Planet Earth 

 
Animal Classification 

 

Carroll Diagram 

 

 

There are many different things we can do to help the planet.  

Plastic is one of the most problematic materials which have a  
negative effect on the environment.  
Cutting down trees and littering also has a negative effect on  
animals and plants. Do you know why? 
Protecting endangered species and cleaning lakes and seas has a  
positive effect on the environment. 
By recycling we can have a positive effect on the environment.  
As well as recycling at home, we might recycle at school.  
We all have to work together to become more sustainable by using 
plastic less and recycling more, by planting more tress and  
by looking after nature.  

https://kids.britannica.com/kids/article/animal/352756
https://kids.britannica.com/kids/article/hair/390758


What should I already know? 

• There are many living things in the world.  

• Living things live in habitats which they are best 
suited. 

• The six main groups are: invertebrates, mammals, 
birds, amphibians, reptiles and fish. 

• Animals are grouped by their similarities and    
differences.   

What will I know by the end of this unit? 

• Fish are cold blooded animals. They live in water 
and breathe using gills. They have scales and fins,  
and lay soft eggs. 

• Reptiles are cold blooded animals with scales. 
They have dry skin. They lay eggs. 

• Birds are warm blooded animals with feathers 
and wings. They lay eggs. 

• Amphibians are cold blooded with moist skin. 
They live on land and in water, and they lay lots 
of soft eggs.  

• Mammals are warmed blooded with fur. They 
breathe air and give birth to live young. 

• Vertebrates are animals with a backbone. 
• Invertebrates are animals without a backbone. 
• A habitat is a place or home from living things.  
• Classification is arranging into groups based on 

similarities.  
• Classification Key is a set of questions that help 

to identify living things. 
• Carroll diagram is used to group things           

according to whether it fits certain criteria.  
• Deforestation is the cutting down of forests.  

When the trees are chopped down many animals 
lose their habitats.  

• Nature reserves are places where wildlife are 
protected.  

Scientific Skills 

• Ask questions about animals. 
• Sort and classify difference and similarities 

between living using a classification key. 
• Sort and group living things according to   

whether the fit the criteria using a Carroll   
Diagram. 

• Plan a simple comparative or fair test. 

• Make careful observations. 

• Take accurate measurements. 

• Record what I have found out using written  
explanations, diagrams and labels as well as   
tables and graphs. 

• Use scientific language.  

• Research about the human effects on the plan-
et. 

• Create posters to teach and inspire others to 
care for the planet. 

Deforestation 

Deforestation is when trees are cut down to make 
things, to grow crops or to provide places where 
farm animals can graze.  

Some of the crops grown are coffee, rubber trees 
or palm trees. People make lots of money from   
selling the coffee beans, sap and palm oil.  

Topic: Living things and their habitats —   
classification 

Strand: Biology 
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