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22nd May 2020 

 

DUE TO CONTINUED SAFETY CONCERNS FOR OUR PUPILS, PARENTS AND STAFF, SCHOOL WILL NOT 

REOPEN FOR NURSERY, RECEPTION, Y1 & Y6 PUPILS BEFORE 15th JUNE 

 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

 

As you will be aware, we have been working exceptionally hard on preparing for school to potentially 

reopen from June 8th onwards to some year groups.  As we are part of a Multi Academy Trust, the decision 

to reopen needs to be agreed by the Trust board, who met yesterday evening.  Although the Trust 

Directors were happy with the risk assessments we have undertaken and the detailed plans in place 

should our school reopen, they do not feel as though schools should be opening until 15th June 2020, at 

the earliest, due to the high transmission rate of Coronavirus in the North West at this present time.  Their 

primary concern, like ours, is the safety of pupils, parents and staff.   

 

I am sure you will agree that this is a sensible decision in light of higher infection rates in Manchester 

compared to other parts of the country as well as the lack of clarity around the scientific advice that has 

been provided to schools thus far. 

 

The Trust Board, Heads and Chairs of Governors will be meeting again on 8th June in order to review the 

situation and agree on the next steps.  We will keep you informed of any developments. 

 

In the meantime, I thought that you may wish to know a little more about how we plan to reopen school 

when it is considered safe to do so.  

 

It is important to make it clear that any risk assessment and associated actions put into place will be aimed 

at reducing and minimising risk, not eradicating it. Please also be aware that in this situation, no two schools 

can be compared due to their specific individuality. Therefore, our decisions will be based entirely upon our 

unique situation here at St. John’s. 

 

As you will know, the government have asked schools to open for all Nursery, Reception, Year 1 and Year 6 

from 1st June 2020 at the earliest. This is in addition to ‘key worker and ‘vulnerable’ children. 

Subject to the Trust Directors approval, our revised plan here at St. Johns is to begin opening school from 

15th June 2020 at the earliest. School will continue to remain open next week (Tuesday 26th May until Friday 

29th May) for children of key workers and vulnerable children. However, the school will close for all pupils 
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between Monday 1st June and Friday 5th June as this would be part of our Whit Holiday and closure will 

enable us to conduct a ‘deep clean’ of the school premises. 

 

Thank you to those parents/carers who completed the recent on line survey giving us your views regarding 

any potential reopening. This information together with the guidance from the government has helped to 

inform the arrangements that we intend to put in place from 15th June. 

 

Managing the Risk 

 

 In undertaking our detailed risk assessment, several common principles have been applied: 

 Contact between staff and pupils will be kept to minimum by ensuring class sizes are small and 

taught by the same two adults across the course of the week. These class groups will be refered to as 

‘pods’ 

 Staff and pupils will eat a packed lunch in the classroom and spend any time outdoors without mixing 

with other groups  

 Cleaning practices at each school will be significantly increased.  There will be cleaners on site during 

the school day and at the end of each school day.  Deep cleans will be undertaken when required 

 Staff and pupils will be encouraged to wash hands regularly and hand sanitisers will also be available 

outside each classroom. Outside sinks will also be fitted in the playground 

 There will be a sick bay located close to the school office. Staff dealing with a pupil who becomes 

unwell with symptoms of coronavirus while in their setting will be provided with PPE  

 Should any child develop symptoms in school, then they will be isolated from the rest of their pod 

immediately before being sent home. The school will then work with the parents/carers to ensure 

the child receives a coronavirus test as quickly as possible. 

 If the child tests positive for coronavirus then the whole pod, together with the associated staff, will 

have to self isolate for 14 days.   

 School days will be staggered to reduce the numbers of parents gathering at the beginning or the end 

of the school day.  The school day will also be shortened to take into account the reduced length of 

breaktimes and lunchtimes. 

 

Education 

 

 We will continue provide the very best educational experience we can for your child, whether that be 

‘face to face’ in school or ‘online’ at home. 

 The learning environment will need to change to follow government guidance. Children will not be 

asked to work with partners or in groups and children will not be asked to sit close to each other.  
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 In Years 1 and 6, pupils will have their own books and resources. 

 Social distancing will be ‘taught’ from their first day. 

 Children will be also taught to make sense of the current crisis and to explore how they are feeling 

about it. 

 Lots of opportunities will be taken for children to learn outdoors in zoned areas of the site. 

 Children will also receive reading, writing and maths lessons each day. 

 In Years 2, 3, 4 and 5, children will continue to receive online learning activities through Class Dojo. 

 Parents/carers will also be able to pick up workpacks and visit the library at the school office 

between 11.30am and 1.00pm  

 

Phased Return 

 

Should the directors agree a date for reopening at their meeting on 8th June, we will then let you know of 

our plans for a phased return to school for the children. The likelihood is that this will begin with Year 6 

pupils. 

 

This is a very difficult time for us all and we ask for your continued support and patience. School will 

continue to support the childcare of our key workers and our other identified children as we have been 

doing since the onset of this crisis. Teachers will also continue to provide a wide range of online / home 

learning resources to ensure your children can access age appropriate learning activities. And of course, we 

will always keep the wellbeing of our children and families at the forefront of our minds through our regular 

phone calls and Class Dojo messages.  

 

We are really missing the children. We all know that St, John’s is such a special place and it is not the same 

without you all. We are plannning carefully our next steps and we are looking forward to welcoming back 

our community in a safe and considered way. 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

 
 

Dominic Hemington 

Headteacher 

 

 


